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2017-2018 Literacy 

Initiatives 

• F&P Phonics: (K-2) Our hope 
is that this resource will help 
us meet Foundational Reading 
standards that were not 
previously explicitly addressed 
in our curriculum. 

• Standards Mastery 
Assessments (3-4) Our hope is 
that these assessments will 
help us track students’ growth 
in the Reading Literature and 
Reading Informational Text 
standards as well as provide as 
practice for the PARCC. 

• iReady (K-5) Our hope is that 
this resource allows us to 
measure students’ reading 
growth in ways our other 
assessments do not (phonics, 
vocabulary, and 
comprehension of 
informational text). Our hope 
is that the instructional piece 
will be able to work alongside 
our curriculum to provide 
students a larger range of 
support in their learning. 

Back to School: Time to 
Change the World 

Do you remember the first book that made you rethink the way 
you viewed life? For me it was in middle school when my dad’s 
friend gave me a copy of Steinbeck’s In Dubious Battle. For my 
friend Brendan, it was in elementary, when he read about 
engaged animals in the eighties magazine Zoo Books. When we 
teach students how to read and comprehend, we teach them 
how to think and feel. We open doors and tear down walls. 

November 1 November:  

Data Action 
Meeting 1 as part 
of the Grapple 
initiative. 

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 7  

Ed Connect upload 
deadline for grades 
K-4. 

ON PAGE 2:  

The 
independent 

reading 
controversy! 

By David Heras, 

Supervisor of Elementary 

Language Arts Literacy,	

Academic Support, and 

Enrichment (K-5) 
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The independent reading controversy 
OK, it’s not really a controversy, but it did get you to read the second page of the newsletter. 

 

In literacy we have new parts to the curriculum (such as K-2 F&P Phonics), we have 
new assessments (such as 3-4 Standards Mastery), and we have new-ish interventions 
(such as iReady). And each one has been designed to meet specific literacy and 
curricular needs. At the same time, if we want students to grow in their literacy, they 
still need good, old-fashioned independent reading time. Thus, I want to share two 
pieces of research from What Kids are Reading and How They Grow published by 

Renaissance Learning in 2016.  

Independent reading supports vocabulary. 
It isn’t the question of whether we should teach vocabulary or 

foster independent reading.  

Independent reading builds vocabulary. 
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Independent reading is a necessary intervention for 
struggling readers. 

The chart below examines students in third grade and sixth grade. All students were struggling 
readers at the beginning of the year. The chart gives data from the end of the year. The 
difference in the outcomes in words read and comprehension is because of the amount of 
minutes spent reading each day. 


